THE FUTURE AHERT

UK electronics needs a champion to show it the way forward.

n its heyday, Nepcon was the leading electronics show in the

UK. The event — more social than business — attracted large

numbers of exhibitors and visitors to Brighton. Times change

and so too did Nepcon’s fortunes. But it still takes place,
smaller than before and now in Birmingham’s NEC. The event
provided the ideal opportunity for some industry leaders to meet
last week to discuss the next five years of UK electronics.

The discussion, organised by distribution trade body afdec,
was to some extent predictable, as were some of the
conclusions. Panellists, for example, urged UK companies to go
after such opportunities as plastic electronics, flexible displays,
nanotechnology and alternative energy sources.

Yet the UK is already exploiting these opportunities. Plastic
Logic captured £100million worth of investment recently,
CDT remains a leader in flexible display technology, Icera is
exploing HSDPA and so on.

What is missing is inspiration for what may be termed the
‘foot soldiers’. Its fine talking about the leading edge, but
where are the opportunities for the small companies that
comprise the majority of UK electronics? What should they
concentrate on and, importantly, how can they protect and
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grow their businesses in the face of growing globalisation?

The Electronics Innovation and Growth Team concluded in
2004 that the UK electronics industry was fragmented and
needed a single voice. That issue was raised again during the
discussion. What is needed is one body — even one person — to
provide the lead. Until we get that champion — along with a grasp
at the highest level of the importance of electronics to the UK —
discussions like those at Birmingham last week will continue.
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