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Introduction

About this series

Reading Explorers — A Guided Skills-Based Programme
is a self-contained programme of work which has been
developed to enhance the teaching and learning of
guided reading.

It aims to provide teachers with a scheme of work that
will enhance the development and continuity of guided
reading throughout the school. More importantly, the
programme actively promotes the teaching and learning
of specific reading and study skills. The children thus
acquire the ability to access, interpret and understand

a piece of text, and are encouraged to become more
independent thinkers and learners.

The main reason for the programme’s success is that it
is a skills-based programme which fulfils the needs of
the developing learner. The pupils themselves are aware
of the specific skills they are hoping to achieve each
half term and are actively involved in developing these
skills through the use of wipe board and kinaesthetic
activities. They are also taught how to analyse the
question being asked before they attempt to look for
an answer. With this approach, teachers can support
the children as they become independent learners in a
structured and progressive manner.

The five thinking and reasoning skills contained in this
programme are as follows:

Literal thinking

Deductive reasoning

Inferential skills

Evaluative assessment of texts

Study skills which promote wider independent study

There are five books in the series, one book per year
group from Year 2 to Year 6.

Year 2 (Ages 6-7)
Year 3 (Ages 7-8)
Year 4 (Ages 8-9)
Year 5 (Ages 9-10)
Year 6 (Ages 10-11)

Each book aims to:

B support teachers by providing a programme of work
that covers enough lessons for a whole year

B reduce teachers’ preparation time through the
provision of differentiated activities and resources

B develop children’s comprehension skills through
purposeful and stimulating activities

B provide children with the opportunity to access a range
of different texts and genres.

About this book

This book is for teachers of children in Year 4 and includes
the following:

B A planning matrix of the skills to be taught throughout
the series.

B A contents page that gives an overview of which skill a
particular text is encouraging.

B Six detailed lesson plans with accompanying
photocopiable texts for each half term (36 in total)

B Differentiated text for each lesson plan.

The main text opposite the lesson plan in each book,

is aimed at the average reading ability of the children

of this age range. This is followed by two texts that are
differentiated at lower and higher reading ability level,
which will allow all children within the classroom setting to
access both the text and the specific reading or study skill
being taught during each half term.

Text A = Lower reading ability
Text B = Average reading ability
Text C = Higher reading ability

A planning matrix is provided immediately after the
Sample Lesson Plan. Each v" symbol represents how often
a particular skill should be taught during each academic
year. Each v symbol = 1 half term lasting approximately
6 weeks.
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The contents page

Once a skill has been chosen to teach, the teacher can
then choose an appropriate lesson within the specific
reading skill. As the lessons within each skill are self-
contained, they can be undertaken in any order.

Lesson plans

The book contains 36 lessons — enough for six per half
term. The heading of each section indicates the specific
skill to be taught and practised in each lesson. The lesson
plans are divided into four sections:

B Warm up questions

This part should be carried out first. The questions are
usually literal, their purpose being to orientate the
children with the text provided.

B Main questions

This is the main body of the lesson and the types of
questions posed here relate directly to the skill being
practised.

The same questions can be used with all three texts for
each lesson and, where appropriate, the answers are
provided in brackets.

B Essential Vocabulary

These questions or activities support the Main

Questions section. They increase children’s knowledge
and understanding of words and help promote an
understanding of why certain words were chosen by the
author.

B Evaluative questions

This section does more than simply help the teacher to
round off the lesson. It allows children to speculate on
the tone and purpose of the text, as well as to consider
the text's audience. It also enables teachers to ask further
guestions on the social relevance a text may have in
today'’s society.

Important
information to read
before carrying out

the lesson plans
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How to prepare and
carry out the lessons

You will need:

B A wipe board and pen

B Any prompt cards associated with your learning aim
(see below)

The children will need:

B A wipe board and pen
B A photocopy of the reading text
B A highlighter pen

Introducing the session to
the children

First, settle your reading group and make sure each child
has a wipe board, a dry marker and a highlighter pen.

It is important that the children know which reading or
study skill they are focusing on throughout each half term.
Specific learning objectives should be discussed with the
children at the beginning of each half term and you can
remind them of these at the beginning of each session. A
model is provided below:

B Who can tell me what type of questions we are
focusing on this half term?

- Deductive

B Good. (The teacher now sticks the deductive symbol*
on the board) And what did we say the word deductive
sounds like?

- Detective

B Well done. So as a detective, what do we have to
look for?

- Evidence, clues, proof
B And where will we find this evidence?
- We can highlight words or sentences on our sheet.

B Well remembered. | think you've earned your detective
badge now and we can begin. (The teacher now gives
each child their own pre-prepared detective badge* to
wear during the lesson).

It is important to write the children’s answers up so they
can be clearly seen throughout your lesson. This will act
as a visual reminder to each child of what their learning
intention is — not simply for this lesson but for the whole
half term.



Below are examples of the symbols you may wish to use to
represent each skill. Over time, the children will recognise
and associate each symbol with its relevant skill, especially

if the same symbols are used throughout the school. Next, ask the questions contained in the ‘'warm up’ part of
the lesson plan. This will give the children a purpose for
Literal their reading of the text and will enable them to search

for specific information as they read. By doing this, the
children will orientate themselves with the text provided
and be able to use their past experiences to make
predictions as to what else the text might consider.

Key Words Share the children’s answers to the warm up questions.
@ In which part of the text did they find their answers to
— the questions? Which parts of the text helped them find

their answer more quickly? (Encourage the children to use
correct terminology such as ‘heading’, ‘first paragraph’,
Deductive ‘caption’, ‘illustration’ and ‘column’.) Were the children’s
predictions about the text correct? Were they surprised by
the text in any way?

Skimming & Scanning

Detective

N

Clues Proof Evidence

—R:'———'*—_L_K' Inference During this part of the lesson you will be concentrating
l | Read | on the key skill or question type chosen for your half
l between term focus. For this reason it is important that you give a
| the | weighty amount of time to looking at each question.
l lines J
LJ__ — To determine that the children have understood the
question and feel confident enough to start looking for
Icons are included at the back of the book. the answer, the following approach can be taken:

Provide the children with a copy of the text and ask them 1. Ask the children to turn over their text
to scan the page to look for clues which tell them what so that they cannot see it.
type of text it is. Is it fiction or non-fiction? What genre of
text is it? How can they tell this? 2. Write out the question you want to ask on
your wipe board and show the children. Ask them to
What do they think the text might contain? Ask them to read it and write the most important words or phrases
look at the illustrations, title, headings, sub-headings and onto their wipe board. When the group has finished,
layout to give them clues. Can they predict what the text ask them to show each other their answers.
will be about? What do they already know about this
particular genre? For example, you might write ‘What do big cats use
their tongues for?’ The children would read this and
Ask the children to quietly read through the text to write down the key words ‘big cats’ and ‘tongues’.
familiarise themselves with it. They can circle any
unfamiliar words they encounter. Any words circled can 3. Discuss how relevant the chosen key words are when
be discussed as a group and, later on, be put into the searching for the answer and where they might find
children’s personal dictionaries. These can either be used the answer in the text itself. As the children begin
to provide vocabulary extension work for particular to understand that there may be more than one key
groups or can provide extra words for their weekly word in a question, discussion may also take place as to
spellings. which key word should take precedence over another.
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4. Ask the children to turn over their text and begin
looking for the answer. Once they have found it they
should highlight it on the text and write down the

answer on their wipe board. These questions round the session off and enable the
children to reflect on the tone, purpose and overall
5. When everyone has finished, ask individuals to reveal effectiveness of the text. Exploring these questions will
their answer by showing their wipe board to the also help the children realise that a text can provide ideas,
group. Answers can then be discussed accordingly and raise issues and facilitate discussion that goes beyond the
additional evidence highlighted on the text itself. confines of the page.
Title and Genre of text: Key Skill / Q. Type:

This highlights the specific skill to be taught and
practised during each half term.

Warm up Questions: Essential Vocabulary:

This part should be carried out first, with the purpose These questions and activities support the Main
being of orientating the children with the text and the Questions section.
genre provided.
They increase children’s knowledge and
understanding of words and help promote an

. . . understanding of why certain words were chosen
Main Questions: by the author.

This is the main body of the lesson and the types of
questions posed here relate directly to the skill being
practised.

The same questions can be used for all three texts for

each lesson and, where appropriate, the answers will be
provided in brackets.

Evaluative Questions:

This section does more than simply help the teacher to round off the lesson. It allows children to speculate
on the tone and purpose of the text, as well as to consider the text’s audience. It also enables teachers to ask
further questions on the social relevance a text may have in today’s society.
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Planning Matrix*

This matrix gives an overview of how the various skills are developed throughout the series.
* Each v' = 1 half term lasting approximately 6 weeks.
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Overview of Year 4 lessons

Literal

Deductive

Inference

Study Skills

Dinosaur Fact File
(A Web Site)

How the Sea Became Salty

(A Chinese Folktale)

A Purrrfect Adventure
(Newspaper Report)

What type of learner am I?

(A Questionnaire)

Shark Attack!

The Chimney Boy

A Colourful Life

Welcome To

(A Diary Extract)

(Fantasy Adventure)

Paradise island
(A Holiday Brochure)

(1st Person Account) (A Character Study) (A Simile Poem) Heywood Library
(An Entrance Sign)
The Black Death Ice Planet Greeting from Castles |

(Using Contents and
Index Pages)

Japan
(A Children’s Atlas)

Stop Bugging Me
(A Science Textbook)

The Storm
(A Narrative)

Castles Il
(Using a Glossary)

Twinkle's Fairy Cakes
(A Recipe)

The School Council
(A Leaflet)

Hey Diddle Diddle
(A Nursery Rhyme)

X,Yand Z
(Using a Dictionary)

Pet Care
(A Problem Page)

Robo-Dog
(An Advertisement)

Icarus and Daedalus
(A Greek Myth)

Drafting a Sun Poem
(Using a Thesaurus)

Dear Madam...
(A Letter of Complaint)

The Butterfly Lion
by Michael Morpurgo

The Mystery of the

A Room With No View

Missing Mummy (Setting)
(A Play)
The Battle of Izzy Bright

Misty Mountain
(A Blurb)

(Orisn't he?)
(A School Report)

The Eaglet Has Landed!
(A Narrative)

The Lost Sheep
(A Parable)

Have you Noticed
My Notice?
(Public Signs)

An Interview with
an Evacuee
(A Factual Recount)

Wish You Were Here
(Postcards)

Is the Car A Star?
(A Radio Debate)

Reading Explorers -
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Dinosaur Facts

Non-fiction

Warm up Questions:

In what type of book would you find this information?
A story book, a science book or an encyclopaedia? (encyclopaedia)

Is this book fiction or non-fiction? (non-fiction)

What is the special name for a person who studies the ancient past?
(archaeologist)

How long ago did dinosaurs live?
(65 - 230 million years ago)

How many different dinosaurs have been discovered? (around 300)

Main Questions:

1.

8.

Where and when was the first whole dinosaur
skeleton found? (Dorset, 1810)

Highlight two words or phrases in paragraph two
that can also mean ‘found’.

(‘discovered’, ‘unearthed’. 1b - ‘"dug up’, ‘spotted’)

Where are fossils usually found?
In soil? In water? In rocks? In sand? (in rocks)

What can scientists learn by studying fossilised dinosaur poo?
(bits of food tell them what dinosaurs ate)

How long was Diplodocus? (27 metres)
Was Tyrannosaurus a plant or meat eater? (meat)

Why did the Stegosaurus have plates on its back?
(to keep its body warm)

How many horns did Triceratops have? (three)

Evaluative Quetions:

12

What is this page about?

(a) The history of dinosaurs?

(b) How we learn about dinosaurs?
(c) What dinosaurs looked like?

Do you think boys or girls would enjoy this page? Why?
Is the title interesting or boring? What title would you give it? Why?

Do you think the chart at the bottom of the text is useful? How?

Literal

Essential Vocabulary:

What does the word ‘dinosaur’ mean?
(terrible lizard)

Tri=3

Draw a Triceratops.
How do you think it got its name?

Draw the following words.
a triangle a set of triplets
a tripod a tricycle

What do you notice about these words?
What do they mean?

A “tyrant’ is a cruel king. How would he act?
Show your teacher.

Do you think T-Rex’s name suits him?
Yes or no? Why?
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Dinosaurs come in all shapes and sizes and lived on the were and how fast they travelled. Even fossilised

earth some 65 - 230 million years ago. dinosaur poo is helpful! The pieces of food left inside
tell us what different dinosaurs ate.

Around 300 different kinds of dinosaur have been

discovered. Interestingly, the first whole dinosaur However, we do not know what colour dinosaurs were
skeleton ever found was an Ichthyosaurus — a huge because fossilised skin only shows us that they were
dolphin-like dinosaur with very sharp eyes for spotting scaly, a bit like lizards, snakes and crocodiles. In fact,
fish to eat. What's more, it was unearthed in our the word ‘dinosaur’ actually means “terrible lizard”
own back yard (at the foot of coastal cliffs in Dorset, (‘deinos’ = terrible + ‘sauros’ = lizard).

southern England) by 12-year-old Mary Anning and

her 16-year-old brother Joseph in 1810. Here are some facts about well-known dinosaurs you

have probably heard of:
Archaeologists know so much about dinosaurs because

of fossils — the stony remains of plants and animals Name Meaning | Diet | Length | Fascinating
that died a long time ago. Fossils are usually found in LR Fact
sandstone, clay, limestone or shale rocks, and studying | Tyrannosaurus | “Tyrant | Meat | 14m T-Rex was
them can tell us many things. Rex lizard" huge! Its teeth
(T — Rex) were 18cm
Studying fossilised bones tells us how each dinosaur Iulr?gr]]sgvsgrdeltlswe
might have looked - how tall it was, what its size of a car.
cIavv.s were like and how t.)ig Stegosaurus “Roof | Plant 7m The plates on
- its skull was. By studying lizard” his back helped
.L - __\'n dinosaur footprints, soak up the
T, oy - / archaeologists can sun’s heat to
o / / work out how heavy keep his body
= : /‘/ different dinosaurs warm.
4} Diplodocus | “Double | Plant | 27m | Although long,
fr ) beam” its head was
( as small as a
5/ horse’s head.
Velociraptor "Quick | Meat 2m Recent research
thief” suggests that

this dinosaur
may have had

feathers.
Triceratops “Three- | Plant 9m As well as its
horned horns, it had a
face” frill to protect
its neck and

shoulders.
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