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INTRODUCTION

Non-fiction Writing Scaffolds Year 5 is
intended for use in schools to help teach children how
to write effectively in a variety of non-fiction genres.
It improves children’s ability to organise their writing
so that it has purpose by familiarising them with a
system of planning which they can apply to any title.
As they work through the units, the children assemble
a portfolio of non-fiction texts containing genre-
specific vocabulary and writing features. The chosen
text types coincide with those in the Literacy
Framework’s text-level objectives.

Many non-fiction texts are essentially cross-curricular.
Thus the ability to write specifically and purposefully
about a subject will benefit other areas of study.

Each unit includes information and activities on at
least one sentence-level objective. Therefore the book
also enhances the children’s knowledge of grammar,
punctuation and style.

THE PROGRAMME CONTAINS:

a teachers’ book comprising:

B notes for teachers on the genres

B a3 bibliography for each genre

B copies of exemplar texts together with
teaching notes

B guidance on how to develop grammar and
punctuation skills in children’s writing

B guidance on how to write in the particular genre
and on specific features of each non-fiction text.

a resource book of photocopiable material
comprising:

B jllustrated versions of the exemplar texts especially
produced for children

B notes for the children on understanding the
grammar and punctuation (optional reference
material)

B photocopiable activity sheets to reinforce the
grammar and punctuation (optional)

B notes and tips for the children on writing non-
fiction texts (optional reference material)

B differentiated scaffolds which give the children
choices and guide them through the course of the
text they are about to write

B vocabulary banks for them to use and
add to.
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HOW TO USE THE PROGRAMME

1 After examining texts in the target genre, read and
discuss the exemplar text with the children, using
the notes in the margin to highlight the examples
of the unit’s teaching point and writing feature.
The children should follow the text using their own
illustrated version from the resource book.

2 Next, read through and explain the ‘Understanding
the grammar and punctuation’ section of the unit.
The children can do the activities together, either
orally or using whiteboards, or independently on
paper.

3 Then explain the ‘Helpful hints’ and ‘Writing
features’ sections of the unit to the children.

4 Read through the scaffolds with the children. Then
give them the differentiated word banks and ask
them to record their own vocabulary suggestions in
the space provided.

5 Give the children time to plan, write and edit their
non-fiction text. Each child can then store the best
copies in a writing folder.

NOTES

When using the scaffolds, give the children strict time
limits to plan and write each of the sections. This will
give them practice in writing timed non-fiction texts
as preparation for the Key Stage 2 writing test.

However, the system is entirely flexible. The activities
in each unit, from reading the exemplar to composing
their own text using the scaffolds, can be used in
shared or guided time, with the children working
collaboratively or individually.

The order of activities for each unit corresponds
exactly with the sequence for the teaching of writing
outlined in Grammar for Writing (DfEE 0107/200).
First the model can be discussed and its grammatical
and thematic features interrogated during shared
reading. Next the grammar and punctuation activities
can be undertaken to reinforce the children’s
understanding of the relevant sentence-level
objectives. The helpful hints section, scaffolds, and
vocabulary banks support the teacher and children in
shared writing sessions and in subsequent guided and
independent writing.
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The method works well with children of all abilities
and with bilingual pupils, as it offers the security of a
detailed framework and a bank of appropriate
vocabulary together with the challenge of a grammar
and writing features component for each unit.

The units fulfil the text-level and sentence-level
requirements of the NLS Framework for Year 5 and
revise components from Year 4, many of which
feature in the Key Stage 2 tests. The following units
may be used specifically in literacy lessons or they
may be linked with work in other curriculum areas
and used accordingly.

TERM 1

UNIT 1

Genre: Recounts - historical event (T24)
Grammar: 1st and 3rd person account (S8); past
tense and active verbs (S8, S9)

Punctuation: dashes (S6); connectives (S3)
Writing features: Recounts based on historical
event (T24). Written in the past tense and in
chronological order.

UNIT 2

Genre: Recounts - personal experience (T24)
Grammar: nouns; agreement between nouns, and
verbs (S2)

Punctuation: direct and reported speech (S5)
Writing features: Recounts based on personal
experience (T24). Written in form of informal letter.
Organised into paragraphs.

UNIT 3

Genre: Instructional text (T25, 26, 27)

Grammar: present tense, imperative form (S8, S9)
Punctuation: use of colon (S6)

Writing features: Gathering information and taking
notes (T26); contains diagrams/illustrations.

TERM 2

UNIT 4

Genre: Non-chronological report (T22,26,27)
Grammar: passive verbs, present tense (S8)
Punctuation: paragraphs to organise similar topics
(T14)

Writing features: Planning, composing, editing and
refining non-chronological reports (T22).

UNIT 5

Genre: Non-chronological report (T22, 23 )
Grammar: pronouns (S4, S10)

Punctuation: complex sentences (S8)
Writing features: Comparing and contrasting.
Acknowledging sources (T23)

UNIT 6

Genre: Explanatory text (T22)

Theme: how something works/happens (processes,
systems, operations) in the natural world
Grammar: passive voice; use of cause and effect
linking words (if, when, then, why, consequently);
commas within sentences (S9)

Punctuation: paragraphs

Writing features: Organisation methods -
introductory statement followed by series of logical
steps. Includes glossary.

TERM 3

UNIT 7

Genre: Persuasive writing (T19)

Grammar: adapting writing for appropriate audience
(S2); powerful verbs; adjectives

Punctuation: exclamation marks

Writing features: Using persuasive language. Using
illustrations and slogans to persuade.

UNIT 8

Genre: Persuasive writing (T17)

Grammar: prepositions (S3)

Punctuation: apostrophe for possession (S5)
Writing features: Writing letters to put a point of
view (T17). Arguing the case for a point of view and
using evidence and reasons to persuade.

UNIT 9

Genre: Discussion text (arguments for and against)
(T18)

Grammar: connectives to link clauses within
sentences (S57)

Punctuation: use of paragraphs; punctuation in
longer more complex sentences (5S4, S6)

Writing features: Presenting arguments and
information from differing viewpoints (T18)
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Air Raids during the Second World War

Alfred Mason, born July 14th, 1929, can
remember vividly, as if it was yesterday, the
air raids over London, where he lived with
his mother and older brother, Tom. His father
was off fighting somewhere in Africa so they
had to look after themselves. The German air
force began to bomb London and other large
British cities in September 1942. This
sustained attack became known as the Blitz
(a shortened version of the German word
Blitzkrieg, which means ‘lightning war’) and
caused terrible devastation to factories, shops
and homes. The raids were
usually during the hours of
darkness and went on

night after night.

The government and local
councils did many things to
try and protect ordinary
families like Alfred’s and
their property. One of the
first things they did was to
set up ARP committees.
ARP stood for Air Raid
Precautions. These
committees organised teams of wardens
whose job was to: sound the air raid siren,
help people get to the shelters and provide
emergency help when needed. Leaflets were
sent to every home giving advice on what to
do if there was a raid, and how to black out
the windows of buildings. Alfred remembers
his mother reading it to him and discussing
what they must do. Tom, being the tallest,
had the job of fixing blankets, which had
been dyed black, to all the windows in the
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house. Alfred had to make sure a bucket of
sand and a bucket of water were always
ready by the back door in case the house
caught fire. Although Alfred didn’t realise at
the time, they would have been of very little
use if there had been a real fire. It was
probably his mother’s way of making them
feel safer. Everyone was issued with a gas
mask which they had to carry with them at
all times. People would get into terrible
trouble with the warden if he spotted

someone without it.

Alfred remembers that it was
very difficult going to sleep
at night knowing that any
time during the night an air
raid might begin. They were
given advance warning of a
raid through the sounding of
the air raid siren. This made
a loud wailing sound that
could be heard over a large
area, and when people
heard it they would stop
what they were doing, even
if they were at work, and quickly go to the
nearest shelter. Alfred’s nearest shelter — the
local tube station — was large and always
crowded with men, women and children.
There was barely room for everyone, and the
conditions in the shelter were not very
pleasant. The very first time Alfred went into
the shelter he just had to come out again
because he felt sick. It was so dark you could
hardly see anything and the smell was awful.

There were thousands and thousands of
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people lying head to toe, all along the
platform and with no facilities. At the
beginning of the Blitz there were only four
earth buckets down the far end behind
screens that were used as toilets. Alfred felt
terribly sorry for the old people because they
were obviously terrified. They’d usually
come down in their pyjamas and dressing
gowns and they would sit up all night
huddled together.

Later, things got a bit better organised and
the platforms had mattresses on them. The
first to arrive at least had some comfort but
late arrivals would often have to try and
sleep on the escalators. Eventually bunks
were built along the platforms, and boilers
and ovens provided so everyone could have
hot food and drinks.

What Alfred remembers the most about
being in the shelter was the noise coming
from above ground — it was deafening and
very frightening. There was the constant
drone of the enemy aircraft flying above
London, combined with the rapid firing of
the anti-aircraft guns. But the most terrifying
sounds of all were those of the explosions as
the bombs landed and of the buildings
collapsing. People never knew if it was their
street, or even their house, that had been hit.
All they knew was that some poor souls
would not see daybreak, and they thanked
God that they, at least, were safe.
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Children (often frightened and crying) would
huddle close to their mothers. Old couples
would hold hands and put on a brave face,
so as not to upset the children. They would
cheer everyone up by telling jokes, singing
and gossiping with anyone around them.
There was many a time when people sat next
to complete strangers but by morning they
were good friends.

Everyone would stay in those crowded
shelters until the air raid siren sounded again
to signal that the raid was over and it was
safe to leave the shelters. Often the raids
would last all night and it wasn’t until
daybreak that people could leave, unsure of
what they would find when they emerged
from the dank darkness of the underground.
The terrible devastation caused by the falling
bombs was like a scene from a nightmare.
Buildings would be on fire or smouldering;
collapsed buildings were strewn across the
streets in piles of bricks and concrete. ARP
wardens, firemen, ambulance men and
women searched through the ruins for the
dead and any survivors. Ambulances and fire
engines had to pick their way carefully
through the rubble. People often found it
difficult even to find their street because
there was so much damage. It must have
been like walking through a strange ghost
town. Sometimes whole streets of houses
were destroyed, or an unlucky few would be

razed to the ground surrounded by homes
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Understanding the grammar dnd punctuation

' First and third pereon = : !
. . £ . .
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* something that happene . . . :
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which was Just a piece of sackcloth.
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Commas, brackets and dashes

Commas can be used to provide d pause ih tThe sentence.

Although Alfred didn’t realise at the time, they would have been of very
little use if there had been a real fire.

Dashes dnd brackets cdn be used to give the reader more information.

Alfred’s nearest shelter - the local tube station — was large and
always crowded with men, women and children.

Children (often frightened and crying) would huddle close to their mothers.
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000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000 0
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(Name ) Unit 1 - Grammar

Conjunctions

These simple sentences can be expanded by adding a conjunction at
the beginning. Complete each sentence with your own ideas.

1. | enjoy playing outside.

Whenever | enjoy playing outside,

2. Sharon is a good footballer.

Although Sharon is a good footballer,

3. The class worked quickly.

Once the class worked quickly,

4. Disneyland is a popular family attraction.

Though Disneyland is a popular family attraction,

Now use your own conjunctions to complete these sentences.

1. the playground was closed, the repairmen fixed the swings.

2. Grandma took my brother to the shops, | rang my friend, John.

3. the weather improves dramatically, we will not be going camping.
4. our computer is repaired, we will have to borrow Tim’s.

The following sentences are written in the first person. Rewrite them so they are in
the third person.

1. I spilt lemonade on my skirt, although it didnt stain it.

2. Once the roadworks are finished, we will ride our bikes to school.

3. I am two years older than my brother.
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